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Zika outbreaks in 46 countries,
‘many popular travel
‘destinations for people from

the central San Joaquin Valley

‘Fresno strength and
conditioning coach taking
precautions for trip to Rio
Olympics

Fresno County has tested 19
people for the virus —~ none
‘positive

The Fresno Bee

eet the 21st class of
Fresno Bee Academ-
ic All-Stars, a group
of students whose
‘schedules would exhaust any
hard-working adult.
They ace their studies, play
volleyball or baseball, or excel
in the band or on the stage.

BY BARBARA ANDERSON
banderson@fresnobee.com

Tim Thackrey is willing to
sweat - a lot - to be safe at the
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

The Fresno strength and
conditioning coach intends to
wear long pants, long-sleeved
shirts and be covered in mos-
quito repellent for the six days
he will be at the Games in Au-
gust. V

Thackrey, 36, doesn’t want to

They give a voice to student
government. They help feed the
poor or steward the planet. All
aspire to something bigger - like
Tranquillity High graduate
Adrian Figueroa, who is headed
to UCLA with goals of becom-

-ing an immigration lawyer.

Each vear since 1996, The
Bee has run a springtime pro-
gram highlighting outstanding
achievement by central San
Joaquin Valley schoolchildren.

take any chances of contracting
Zika from a mosquito bite and
infecting his wife, Carly Thack-
rey, who is pregnant and due to
give birth to their first child in
September.

Zika is spread by mosquitoes
and also is spread sexually. The
infection can cause devastating
birth defects that include
microcephaly, in which babies
are born with abnormally small
heads and brain damage. It also
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54 SRR
SILVIA FLORES sfiores@fresnobee.com

Tim and Carly Thackrey, above, talk about their decision for Tim to travel to the

Qlympics in Brazil this summer. www.fresnobee.com/video

SEE ZIKA, 17A Clovis relying on mosquito libido in fight to prevent Zika. Page 16A

Students in grades 1 through 12
are nominated by school leaders
and family members and then
judged on academic achieve-
ment, community involvement

- and leadership within and out-

side of school.
Hannah Johnson, develop-

. ment officer for the Valley Chil-

dren’s Healthcare Foundation
and one of this year’s All-Star
judges, sums up what reading
those nominations is like: “They

Road,

-+

Read the student profiles, including
honorable mentions. Pages 10A-WA

all have incredible stories.”

Says Jim Boren, The Bee’s
executive editor: “We love tell-
ing the stories of these out-
staniding young people. They
are role models for all of us, as
they go about their days making
this a better place to live.”

THE BATTLE TO
SHINE LIGHT ON
CLOVIS ARREST

On a September night
four years ago, George
Macias Jr. was riding his
motorcycle on Willow
Avenue when a Clovis
police officer pulled him
over. What happened
next to Macias is the
subject of a federal

civil rights lawsuit against
the city of Clovis. 4A

SUNNYSIDE
DEPARTMENT
STORE TO CLOSE

Erna Bonetto is retiring
after 28 years as owner,
operator of 66-year-old
southeast Fresno
business. 1B
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Charles Tony Piccuta, attorney for George Macias Jr.

Will judge unseal internal info
about Clovis cops accused
of beating motorcychst"

Four officers accused of beating George Macias Jr.

in 2012

Offncers were told statements to internal affairs

would be kept confidential

Lawyer wants federal judge to reconsider protective

order

has filed a motion to
BY PAELO LOPEZ unseal the information,
plopez@fresnobee.com will ask McAuliffe to re-

n a September

night four years

ago, 20-year-

old George
Macias Jr. was riding his
motorcycle on Willow
Avenue when a Clovis
police officer pulled him
over.

What happened next to
Macias is the subject of a
federal civil rights lawsuit
in which Macias contends
four Clovis police officers
savagely beat him while he
was handcuffed and used a
stun gun on him.

Police then arrested
Macias on charges of re-
sisting arrest.

All lies, attorney Charles
Tony Piccuta says in court
papers filed in U.S. District
Court in Fresno. Piccuta
and Panos Lagos represent
Macias.

In fact, a Fresno County
Superior Court jury in
March 2014 found Macias
not guilty of resisting ar-
rest. Macias pleaded guilty
to the traffic infraction of
driving a motorcycle with-
out a license, court records
say.

Piccuta says the proof
that officers Steve Cleaver,
Cesar Gonzalez, Eric Tai-
fane and Ange] Velasquez
fabricated their account is
in his second-amended
civil complaint against the
city of Clovis. But the file
includes redactions or-
dered by U.S. Magistrate
Judge Barbara McAuliffe.
The redacted information
covers confidential in-
ternal affairs documents
pertaining to the officers’
account of the incident.

On June 17, Piccuta, who

consider her decision. “I'm
fighting to make this pub-
lic because everyone in
Clovis should know this
information,” Piccuta said
in a telephone interview.

In a letter to The Bee,
Jenell Van Bindsbergen, an
assistant city attorney for
the city of Clovis, declined
to even say whether the
four officers are still on the
police force, saying that
information is confiden-
tial. (At least one, Cleaver,
has since left the police
force.)

Fresno attorneys James
Weakley and Brande
Gustafson, who are de-
fending the city against
Macias’ lawsuit, want to

. keep the Police Depart-

ment’s internal affairs
documents secret, saying
in court papers the redact-
ed information is not only
confidential, but “imperti-
nent, scandalous and prej-
udicial.”

At the June 17 hearing,
McAuliffe also will hear
the city’s lawyers’ motion
to have Macias’ civil com-
plaint dismissed or at
minimum keep the redact-
ed information secret and
have some of the 10 caus-
es of action against the

CHARLES PICCUTA Special to The Bee

A federal civil rights lawsuit
accuses four Clovis police
officers of beating
then-20-year-old George
Macias Jr. and using a stun
gun on him in September
2012.

officers stricken.

Macias, who turns 24 on
June 16, was a 2010 Fres-
no Bee football all-star at
Clovis East High School
his senior year. The 6-
foot-3, 230-pound tight
end was a three-year start-
er.

He is seeking unspec-
ified damages for alleged
violation of his civil rights,
assault, battery, excessive
force, malicious prose-
cution and intentional
infliction of emotional
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distress.

Court records give in-
sight into the dispute:

Around 10:15 p.m. on
Sept. 30, 2012, Macias was
riding on Willow Avenue
when he was pulled over
near Gettysburg Avenue
“because the light illumi-
nating the motorcycle’s
license plate was not
bright enough,” the com-
plaint says. Officer Cleaver
scon discovered Macias
was not licensed to operate
a motorcycle.

Officer Gonzalez arrived
as backup as Cleaver gave
Macias a ticket and told
him his motorcycle would
be impounded. Meantime,
Gonzalez took the keys out
of the ignition. When Ma-
cias said he needed the
ignition key to lock the
motorcycle’s front tires,
Gonzalez gave it to him.
Once that was done, Ma-
cias put the key in his
pocket, signed the citation
and left.

Soon after, Cleaver
determined Macias had
taken the ignition key and
asked Gonzalez to go look
for Macias. Gonzalez
found Macias a half-mile
away and asked Macias for
the ignition key, but Ma-
cias refused. Gonzalez
then informed Cleaver,
who drove his patrol car to
where Gonzalez was with

Macias. “Upon exiting his
patrol unit, officer Cleaver
confronted (Macias) with
his Taser drawn and an-
nounced that he was under
arrest,” the civil complaint
says.

Cleaver ordered Macias
to get down on his knees.
Because Macias did not
get on his knees fast
enough, Cleaver told him
that he would shoot him,
“or words to that effect,”
the complaint says. Macias
then got on his knees,
crossed his legs at his
ankles, and put his hands
behind his back so Gon-
zalez could handcuff him.

Meantime, “Cleaver
continued to fix the laser
of the Taser on (Macias)
while intensely staring at
him in a threatening man-
ner,” the complaint says.
Cleaver also accused Ma-
cias of flexing his muscles
and told him if the didn’t
stop flexing, he would
shoot him, the complaint
says.

The two officers then
put Macias in the back seat
of Cleaver’s patrol car. But
because police “haphaz-
ardly put Macias in the
patrol car,” the complaint
says, his knees were
crunched up to his chest,
his feet were off the floor-
board, and his shoulders
were hurting.

During the ride to the
Fresno County Jail, Macias
was able to move his hand-
cuffed hands from his back
to his lap in order to re-
lieve his pain, the com-
plaint says.

Cleaver and Macias
were separated by a heavy-
duty hard plastic and
metal screen called a pris-
oner cage. The screen
allowed them to see each

other but not touch each
other.

Once Cleaver learned
Macias had repositioned
his hands, he pulled over
on Shaw Avenue near
Highway 168. Macias tried
to explain why he reposi-
tioned his hands, but
Cleaver ignored him, the
complaint says. Instead,
Cleaver called for backup.

At this point, Macias
grew apprehensive. “He
believed something bad
was going to happen to
him,” the complaint says.
“He tried to calm himself
down by intentionally
slowing down his breath-
ing as he went over a men-
tal checklist of things to
avoid: no talking, no sud-
den movement.”

“He wanted to present a
perfect picture of compli-
ance and submission,” the
complaint says.

Within a few minutes,
officers Gonzalez, Taifane
and Velasquez showed up.
The complaint says the
officers cursed Macias and
ordered him out of the
patrol car. Once out, Ma-
cias “crunched himself
over into a standing fetal
position with the intention
of minimizing his size and
presenting body language
emphasizing complete
submission and compli-
ance,” the complaint says.

According to the com-
plaint, Taifane got behind
Macias and hit him “with a
cross-face punch leading
to a choke hold position.”
Meantime, Gonzalez
yanked on the chain be-
tween the handcuffs which
were on Macias’ wrist and
Velasquez punched Ma-
cias’ face and head, the

SEE LAWSUIT, 5A
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and their families from
retaliation from subjects
that the officers have
arrested. Because the
officers were assured their
statements would remain
confidential, public dis-
closure of their statements
could lead other officers
to not come forward with
important information in
future internal affairs
investigations, the docu-

FROM PAGE 4A

LAWSUIT

complaint says. Cleaver
then shot Macias twice
with the stun gun, allow-
ing officers to slam Ma-
cias’ face into the con-
.crete sidewalk.

- While on the ground,
Macias says the officers

6é

took off his handcuffs and
continued to pummel his
face and yank his arms
into unnatural and painful
positions. The officers
also placed Macias’ legs
“in a figure-four, leg-
lock,” the complaint says.

Screaming in pain, Ma-
cias says the officers

How lawyers for the city
of Clovis describe
information contained in
court files that they want
to keep private. An
attorney for the man
suing the city in the case
says the redacted
information is from
Clovis Police Department

ments say.

But Piccuta says there is
a legal presumption that
papers filed in court are

public. He also says an
officer’s account of an
event “is precisely the

kind of information that

should be made known
and not hidden.”

“If an officer is hiding
information that he is not
willing to divulge because
it could implicate him in
misconduct giving rise to
civil liability, this is all the
more reason he should be
required to disclose it or
be dismissed from his
position,” he says.

internal affairs
documents.

cursed him and kept strik
ing him. He then lost
consciousness. “When he
regained consciousness,
emergency medical per-
sonnel had arrived and
(Macias’) hands were
cuffed behind his back,”
the complaint says. An
ambulance took him to
Community Regional
Medical Center in down-
town Fresno. After he’
received treatment for his
injuries, he was booked
into jail. His family then
posted bail. ;

The next eight para-
graphs in the complaint
are redacted.

Piccuta says in court
papers that Cleaver asked
the District Attorney’s
Office to prosecute Ma-
‘cias “in an effort to cover
-up and substantiate his
wrongdoing.” He said the
.other officers “were later
‘required to try to validate
-and verify” Cleaver’s
-dccount, :

“The protective order
that was entered in this
‘action unjustly prohibits
the dissemination of the
truth,” Piccuta says in his
.motion to unseal the re-
‘dacted information. “Spe-
cifically, this court has a
duity to see that this in-
formation is not con-

GARY KAZANJIAN Fresno Bee file

In 2010, George Macias was a Fresno Bee all-star football player at Clovis East High
School. Macias (5) goes up against Clovis West players Gerald Nutt (13) and James Bitter
cealed from the public so for a pass during a game that season.
that other individuals who -
have been wrongfully
arrested, convicted and
incarcerated ... may be
vindicated,” he says.

Court papers say the
city sought the protective
order to shield the officers

Pablo Lopez:
559-441-6434, @beecourts
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